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English Course Descriptions 
Summer 2021 

 

Undergraduate & Graduate Courses 
 

All courses are remote via Blackboard. Check the online Class Schedule for more details. 
 
ENG 208: Womanism/Feminism 
Second Six-Week Session (6/26/21-8/6/2021) 
Professor Adrienne Gosselin 
 

This course will examine the experiences of African American women as a major force shaping a global 
feminist lexicon. We will study of the racial history of the Women’s Movement in America, the underlying 
cause for racial difference, the effect of institutionalized racism on African American women, and the 
subsequent development of womanism as an ideology distinct from feminism. We will study womanist 
ideology as activism derived from the everyday experiences of women-of-color, then trace its broader 
implications as an ideology that ultimately encompasses class, family, and spirituality. We work toward the 
recognition that all women can be womanists and conclude with connections between western womanism 
and non-western feminist ideologies in the evolving global feminist discourse.    
 

ENG 232: American Literature Survey II 
First Six-Week Session (5/15/21-6/25/21)  
Professor Adam Sonstegard 
 

An online, asynchronous survey of classics and newly canonized works of roughly the second half of American 
literary history, 1865 to the present.  Our course will revolve around students’ chances to make individual 
contributions to ongoing class discussions, making such topics as lively as they can be for one’s fellow 
students.  We will also use the semester to hone writing skills in preparation for other writing classes, in 
completing syntheses, rhetorical analyses, and critical engagements.  Get set, as everything from Darwinian 
competition, to suffragette and anarchist agitprop, to post-war and postmodernist ennui pervade the second 
half of the American canon and preoccupy our authors of all stripes this summer season.  
 

ENG 301/509: Technical Writing 
Second Six-Week Session (6/26/21-8/6/2021) 
Professor Mary McDonald 
 

Students in Technical Writing learn a variety of forms and strategies that enhance readers' ability to grasp 
complicated technical materials.  A set of short exercises leads students to complete a long technical 
report.  Most exercises and the long report must be written twice so that students use feedback from the 
instructor and peers.  Peer work strengthens students' editing skills.  Attention to sentence-level clarity is also 
an important part of this class. 
Text:  Technical Communication by John Lannon      

https://campusnet.csuohio.edu/guest/stage.htm
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ENG 306: Literary Analysis 
First Six-Week Session (5/15/21-6/25/21) 
Professor Rachel Carnell 
 
This course serves as a gateway writing course for English majors honing their skills in analyzing poetry, drama, 
and prose fiction. The course also appeals to non-majors interested in improving their analytical writing skills 
and visiting or re-visiting certain famous works of literature, including King Lear, Pride and Prejudice, To the 
Lighthouse, and Raisin in the Sun.  
 
ENG 310: Traditional Grammar 
Second Six-Week Session (6/26/21-8/6/2021) 
Professor Lydia Grebenyova 
 
This course examines the grammar of the English language in detail. Have you ever struggled with 
understanding what makes a well-formed sentence of English? Have you ever wondered why one grammatical 
form is favored over another (e.g., who vs. whom) and in what context? What is at the heart of the distinction 
of various grammatical forms? It this course we will approach the traditional grammar in a non-traditional 
way. We will seek clear explanations for every grammatical concept, supporting those with scientific evidence 
and reliable diagnostics. This course aims to enrich your understanding of the basic grammatical notions and 
enable you to teach those concepts to others. 
 
ENG 334/532: Frankenstein and Its Contexts 
Second Six-Week Session (06/26/21-08/06/21) 
Professor Gary Dyer 
 
This course focuses on Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley’s novel Frankenstein: or, The Modern Prometheus, which 
was published on New Year’s Day 1818, and on various works that are related to Frankenstein.  We will read 
the original 1818 version of MWS’s novel, although we will pay attention to the revisions she made for the 
edition that appeared in 1831.  We will read excerpts from works that shape Frankenstein, such as John 
Milton’s Paradise Lost, and we will also read works emerging from the same milieu as Frankenstein, such as 
John William Polidori’s influential The Vampyre.  We will make some use of MWS’s incomplete Frankenstein 
manuscripts that are available online (http://shelleygodwinarchive.org/).  Our textbook will be Frankenstein: 
or, The Modern Prometheus, ed. J. Paul Hunter, 2nd ed. (New York: Norton, 2012); I will distribute other 
readings to the class as the course proceeds.   
 
ENG 335/535: British Novel and Film Adaptation 
First Six-Week Session (5/15/21-6/25/21)  
Professor Jennifer Jeffers 
 
This English 335/535 “Topics in 20th Century British Literature” focuses on the late 20th Century British novel 
and its film adaptation. We will consider many issues when thinking about a novel-to-film adaptation: the 
motivation on the part of filmmakers, producers and screen writers who wish to “adapt” a text into film.  Both 
the literary text and the film adaptation are impoverished without a full investigation of the economic, 
political, historical, cultural, cinematic, and artistic reasons for a text’s adaptation. As you will find, instead of 
the simplistic “text-to-film” one-to-one correlation often there is little correlation between text and film, and 
film and text. Novels and film adaptations include Hornby’s High Fidelity, Ondaatje’s The English Patient, 
Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day, and Welsh’s Trainspotting.    

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fshelleygodwinarchive.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cf.karem%40csuohio.edu%7C9435c323184e4116103f08d8d4e74dda%7Cd7f3e79a943d4aceaeab209030807508%7C0%7C0%7C637493437515588505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=k2xfSTadCqHzKnTOW0iRxBfep2tYYBkvVjkjfaJ%2BGkA%3D&reserved=0
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ENG 347/547: Teaching African American Literature  
Second Six-Week Session (6/26/21-8/6/2021) 
Professor Adrienne Gosselin 
 
This course examines approaches to teaching African American Literature in middle and high-school. Its 
premise argues that, once future educators learn to approach literature and literary interpretation from a 
non-binary perspective, they bridge the gap between theory and praxis, becoming students themselves as 
they learn to appreciate the nuance, mission, and craft shaping African American literature. Instruction 
features an interdisciplinary approach that aligns literature with history and heuristic strategies for cognitive 
apprenticing based on cultural foundations. While students will read texts representative of the African 
American literary canon, they will study these texts from culturally-based perspectives that reveal issues of 
agency and social justice embedded in the literary tradition. By the end of the course, students will be able to 
recognize ways in which African American authors continue the tradition of literature as a political strategy to 
both celebrate the African American cultural history and challenge racism and social problems within the 
United States.   
 
ENG 358/545: American Poetry, Bradstreet to Dickinson 
First Six-Week Session (5/15/21-6/25/21) 
Professor Adam Sonstegard 
 
An online, synchronous course from whispered Puritan pieties, to Federal-era invocations of limited, unequal 
“freedoms,” to Romantic and transcendental verse—even to the iconoclasts’, Whitman’s and Dickinson’s, 
reinventions of it all.  We will read, study, discuss, imitate, declaim, and write essays and journal entries on 
roughly the first 200 years of American verse in one brief summer session, and yes, of course, “Nevermore!”  
 
ENG 363/563: Gender in Literature during Times of Political Upheaval  
First Six-Week Session (5/15/21-6/25/21) 
Professor Rachel Carnell 
 
Traditional gender roles have often been called into question at moments of political upheaval. The (English) 
Glorious Revolution of 1688 and the French Revolution of 1789 produced works of proto feminism. The 
nineteenth-century American abolitionist movement helped spur the early women’s suffragist movement—
and 1960s Civil Rights movements emerged in tandem with a new women’s rights movement and a nascent 
gay rights movement; more recent political movements have incorporated trans rights. This course will pair 
excerpts from political manifestos from these different eras with works of literature from the same eras. 
Readings will include texts by Mary Astell, Mary Wollstonecraft, Harriet Jacobs, Virginia Woolf, Audre Lord, 
and Mashuq Deen.   
 


